Resolution on Faculty Input prior to signing contracts with outside vendors or institutions for online and other courses
Whereas, the Faculty Senate recognizes that the Board of Trustees has statutory authority to commit the university to external contracts either directly or through its administrative designees,
Whereas, the Faculty Senate recognizes that statutory authority exists within the context of accreditation rules which govern shared governance processes which recognize that the faculty should have control over academic quality, 

Whereas, the Faculty Senate recognizes that the Higher Learning Commission has praised the faculty on this campus for having shown a willingness to develop and deliver quality courses in selected disciplines using innovative technology, 

Whereas,  the Faculty Senate recognizes technological format, compressed time frames, or over commitment to providing programs on multiple campuses without adequate resources has the potential  to preclude deliver of a quality educational product,

Whereas, the Faculty Senate recognizes that the Higher Learning Commission believes that faculty should have primacy in determining which courses are deliverable in a compressed format or a format using nontraditional delivery modes, 

Whereas, the Faculty Senate recognizes that failure to support faculty committee structures which are designed to weigh in on the feasibility of  offering quality courses and programs in a given modes or to multiple locations has the potential to harm the reputation of the overall institution, 

Whereas, the Faculty Senate recognizes that failure to maintain a reputation for quality programs through advance faculty input can jeopardize accredited status and  result in a significant loss of  tuition and government dollars, 

Therefore, be it resolve that 


The Arkansas State University-Jonesboro Faculty Senate requests that the Board of Trustees of Arkansas State University prudently refrain from approving contracts for providing educational courses or programs through outside vendors, in additional locations, or in compressed time frames without securing input from Jonesboro or other system faculty through faculty committee structures charged to review and ensure program and course quality. 

