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1. Contact Person (Name, Email Address, Phone Number)
 

2. Proposed effective date:
Fall 2022

3. Justification:
Our MA program is not structured as a Criminal Justice degree, rather, the program curriculum reflects a Criminology or Criminology and Criminal Justice degree. In other words, the MA program is structured in a way for students to develop a comprehensive understanding of the theories, methods, and substance of issues in criminology and criminal justice and demonstrate an ability to synthesize knowledge in these areas. In addition, students in this program develop critical thinking and communication skills through the application of criminological theory and social science research methods to (1) the functioning of the institutions within the criminal justice system, and (2) the interdisciplinary underpinnings of criminology and criminal justice issues and policies. Typically, Criminal Justice graduate degree programs are designed for students already working in the field who want to receive an advanced degree. Criminal Justice programs are more agency-oriented and focus on the practical functions of policing, courts, and prisons. Criminology programs emphasize research focused on criminal behavior, varying issues within the criminal justice system, and how the study of crime informs policy. Also, Criminology programs are designed to help students develop a familiarity with analysis and evaluation methods. That being said, changing the program name to include Criminology with Criminal Justice would better reflect the structure of the current program, the courses offered, and the training/mentoring that students receive to continue into a career in a related field (not limited to Criminal Justice) OR to continue into a doctoral program or law school. A degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice provides students with a well-rounded education where they conduct research and actively participate in the development of knowledge in the areas of criminological theory and criminal justice issues, which best represents our current program. Several highly ranked programs at institutions have a blended named program, for example, Arizona State University, Sam Houston State University, University of Missouri – St. Louis, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and Northumbria University (UK). Lastly, implementing the blended change name can serve as a recruitment tool – limiting the name of the program to Criminal Justice has implications that students already or will work in a criminal justice-related position – changing the name to include Criminology demonstrates the broader program structure and variety of outcomes for our students.



4. 
	
	Current Name
	Proposed Name (if changed)

	Degree/certificate program

	M.A. in Criminal Justice
	M.A. in Criminology and Criminal Justice

	Major or option/emphasis/concentration

	
	

	Organizational unit

	
	




5. Provide the curriculum/credit hours for the certificate/degree/major listed above. 
Program Requirements: 
CRIM 6233, Criminal Justice Systems 3
CRIM 6343, Methods of Social Research 3
CRIM 6383, Advanced Data Analysis 3
CRIM 6523, Seminar in Criminal Behavior 3

Select eighteen hours from the following:
Other courses require approval from the Director of the MACJ program and the Chair of the 
Criminology, Sociology, and Geography Department.

CRIM 5313, Seminar on Organized Crime
CRIM 6133, Police and Society 
CRIM 6403, Seminar in Juvenile Delinquency
CRIM 6513, Seminar in Community and Institutional Corrections 
CRIM 6653, Special Topics
CRIM 670V, Thesis (maximum of 6 hours for students selecting thesis)
CRIM 680V, Independent Study
POSC 6503, Managing Local Government
POSC 6523, Decision Making
POSC 6533, Seminar in Human Resource Management
POSC 6553, Public Budgeting and Finance
POSC 6563, Seminar in Public Administration
POSC 6573, Grant Writing and Administration
SOC 6003, Perspectives in Death and Dying
SOC 6063, Sociology of Disasters
SOC 6073, Sociology of Family Violence
SOC 6113, Seminar in Contemporary Sociology
SOC 6123, Aging, Law and Social Issues
SOC 6203, Social Psychology
SOC 6223, Urban Sociology
SOC 6253, Rural Sociology
SOC 6263, Terrorism as a Social Movement
SOC 6273, Social Organization
SOC 6423, Seminar in Race, Gender and Class

Sub-total 30
Total Required Hours: 30







































Bulletin Changes

	Instructions 

	
Please visit http://www.astate.edu/a/registrar/students/bulletins/index.dot and select the most recent version of the bulletin. Copy and paste all bulletin pages this proposal affects below. Please include a before (with changed areas highlighted) and after of all affected sections. 

*Please note: Courses are often listed in multiple sections of the bulletin. To ensure that all affected sections have been located, please search the bulletin (ctrl+F) for the appropriate courses before submission of this form. 








Graduate Bulletin 2021-2022

CURRENT

p. 51

MASTER’S DEGREES
Master of Accountancy in Accounting with Data Analytics (M.Acc) 
Master of Arts (M.A.)
Biology
Communication Studies
Criminology and Criminal Justice
English
History (emphasis in):
—Public History
—Global History
Political Science
Sociology

p. 187

Humanities and Social Sciences: Courses leading to the Master of Arts degree with majors in
English, history, political science, sociology, criminology and criminal justice , and to the Master of Public Administration degree are offered through the College of Liberal Arts and Communication.


p. 198

Program of Study for the Master of Arts in Criminology and Criminal Justice Degree


ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Students seeking admission into the Master of Arts degree program in Criminology and Criminal Justice must 
meet the admission requirements of Graduate Programs. The specific program requirements are as 
follows. 
The student must have:
• BA or BS in Criminal Justice, Criminology, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, 
or other closely related field. 
• A minimum cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or a minimum of 3.0 for the last 60 
hours of undergraduate course work completed.
• A minimum grade of B in the following undergraduate courses, or their recognized 
equivalents:
• CRIM 3263, Criminology
• SOC 3383, Social Statistics
• SOC 4293, Methods of Social Research
Admissions are competitive.

Application deadlines: Priority deadlines for admission and for consideration for graduate assistantship are May 1 (for Summer or Fall admission); November 1 (for Spring admission).

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE 
A minimum of eighteen (18) hours for the degree must be in courses numbered at the 6000 
level. Up to six hours (6) may be taken outside of the department. All students must complete a thesis 
or non-thesis option for the degree. Students electing to complete a thesis may take six (6) hours of 
CRIM 670V, Thesis, with the consent of the overseeing faculty member, in lieu of a corresponding 
number of hours of elective courses. (Note: Receipt of credit for thesis hours is contingent upon successful completion and defense of the thesis.) Students electing to take the non-thesis option will take 
comprehensive exams after earning a minimum of eighteen (18) hours in the program, including CRIM 
6523, Seminar in Criminal Behavior and CRIM 6343, Methods of Social Research. 

Criminology and Criminal Justice
Master of Arts

University Requirements:
See Graduate Degree Policies for additional information (p. 47)
Program Requirements: Sem. Hrs.
CRIM 6233, Criminal Justice Systems 3
CRIM 6343, Methods of Social Research 3
CRIM 6383, Advanced Data Analysis 3
CRIM 6523, Seminar in Criminal Behavior 3

Select eighteen hours from the following:
Other courses require approval from the Director of the MACJ  MACCJ program and the Chair of the 
Criminology, Sociology, and Geography Department.
CRIM 5313, Seminar on Organized Crime
CRIM 6133, Police and Society 
CRIM 6403, Seminar in Juvenile Delinquency
CRIM 6513, Seminar in Community and Institutional Corrections 
CRIM 6653, Special Topics
CRIM 670V, Thesis (maximum of 6 hours for students selecting thesis)
CRIM 680V, Independent Study
POSC 6503, Managing Local Government
POSC 6523, Decision Making
POSC 6533, Seminar in Human Resource Management
POSC 6553, Public Budgeting and Finance
POSC 6563, Seminar in Public Administration
POSC 6573, Grant Writing and Administration
SOC 6003, Perspectives in Death and Dying
SOC 6063, Sociology of Disasters
SOC 6073, Sociology of Family Violence
SOC 6113, Seminar in Contemporary Sociology
SOC 6123, Aging, Law and Social Issues
SOC 6203, Social Psychology
SOC 6223, Urban Sociology
SOC 6253, Rural Sociology
SOC 6263, Terrorism as a Social Movement
SOC 6273, Social Organization
SOC 6423, Seminar in Race, Gender and Class
18
Sub-total 30
Total Required Hours: 30
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PROPOSED

p. 51

MASTER’S DEGREES
Master of Accountancy in Accounting with Data Analytics (M.Acc) 
Master of Arts (M.A.)
Biology
Communication Studies
Criminology and Criminal Justice
English
History (emphasis in):
—Public History
—Global History
Political Science
Sociology

p. 187

Humanities and Social Sciences: Courses leading to the Master of Arts degree with majors in
English, history, political science, sociology, criminology and criminal justice , and to the Master of Public Administration degree are offered through the College of Liberal Arts and Communication.


p. 198

Program of Study for the Master of Arts in Criminology and Criminal Justice Degree


ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Students seeking admission into the Master of Arts degree program in Criminology and Criminal Justice must 
meet the admission requirements of Graduate Programs. The specific program requirements are as 
follows. 
The student must have:
• BA or BS in Criminal Justice, Criminology, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, 
or other closely related field. 
• A minimum cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or a minimum of 3.0 for the last 60 
hours of undergraduate course work completed.
• A minimum grade of B in the following undergraduate courses, or their recognized 
equivalents:
• CRIM 3263, Criminology
• SOC 3383, Social Statistics
• SOC 4293, Methods of Social Research
Admissions are competitive.

Application deadlines: Priority deadlines for admission and for consideration for graduate assistantship are May 1 (for Summer or Fall admission); November 1 (for Spring admission).

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE 
A minimum of eighteen (18) hours for the degree must be in courses numbered at the 6000 
level. Up to six hours (6) may be taken outside of the department. All students must complete a thesis 
or non-thesis option for the degree. Students electing to complete a thesis may take six (6) hours of 
CRIM 670V, Thesis, with the consent of the overseeing faculty member, in lieu of a corresponding 
number of hours of elective courses. (Note: Receipt of credit for thesis hours is contingent upon successful completion and defense of the thesis.) Students electing to take the non-thesis option will take 
comprehensive exams after earning a minimum of eighteen (18) hours in the program, including CRIM 
6523, Seminar in Criminal Behavior and CRIM 6343, Methods of Social Research. 

Criminology and Criminal Justice
Master of Arts

University Requirements:
See Graduate Degree Policies for additional information (p. 47)
Program Requirements: Sem. Hrs.
CRIM 6233, Criminal Justice Systems 3
CRIM 6343, Methods of Social Research 3
CRIM 6383, Advanced Data Analysis 3
CRIM 6523, Seminar in Criminal Behavior 3

Select eighteen hours from the following:
Other courses require approval from the Director of the MACCJ program and the Chair of the 
Criminology, Sociology, and Geography Department.
CRIM 5313, Seminar on Organized Crime
CRIM 6133, Police and Society 
CRIM 6403, Seminar in Juvenile Delinquency
CRIM 6513, Seminar in Community and Institutional Corrections 
CRIM 6653, Special Topics
CRIM 670V, Thesis (maximum of 6 hours for students selecting thesis)
CRIM 680V, Independent Study
POSC 6503, Managing Local Government
POSC 6523, Decision Making
POSC 6533, Seminar in Human Resource Management
POSC 6553, Public Budgeting and Finance
POSC 6563, Seminar in Public Administration
POSC 6573, Grant Writing and Administration
SOC 6003, Perspectives in Death and Dying
SOC 6063, Sociology of Disasters
SOC 6073, Sociology of Family Violence
SOC 6113, Seminar in Contemporary Sociology
SOC 6123, Aging, Law and Social Issues
SOC 6203, Social Psychology
SOC 6223, Urban Sociology
SOC 6253, Rural Sociology
SOC 6263, Terrorism as a Social Movement
SOC 6273, Social Organization
SOC 6423, Seminar in Race, Gender and Class
18
Sub-total 30
Total Required Hours: 30
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