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PROPOSAL:  The Wilson Center for Academic Advising and Learning Assistance proposes the following changes to the Readmit following Suspension Policy for the 2010-11 Undergraduate Bulletin.
1. It is recommended that students sit out one year (instead of one semester) following a second suspension and petition the Undergraduate Graduation and Academic Credits Appeals Committee, before allowed re-enrollment with ASU.  

2. It is recommended students sit out two years (instead of one year) following a third or subsequent suspension and petition to the Undergraduate Graduation and Academic Credits Appeals Committee, before allowed re-enrollment with ASU.  

3. It is recommended that summer enrollment follow the same academic standing policies as upheld during Fall and Spring semesters. 
RATIONALE:

· ASU-Jonesboro’s policy regarding Readmission Following Academic Suspension is the most lenient within the state.  To stay current with the requirements for educational success in Arkansas, we believe the proposed changes are reasonable and necessary (See chart).

· ASU students are provided several “second chances.” Before students earn their first academic suspension at ASU, they have already served at least one semester on academic probation and had the chance to participate in College Choices.  Upon earning a first suspension, conditional enrollment is optional through the Restart@state Program.  By the time students earn a second suspension, they have had at least three semesters of assistance to improve their academic performance.  

· It is critical for returning students to be serious about continuing their education.  According to Restart Instructors, the one semester suspension has failed to garner attention from ASU students. Instead, students who face the reality of sitting out for one or more years may be more thoughtful about academic preparedness upon reentry.  The seriousness of this policy might deter students from earning a second suspension as well as motivate those who earn a second suspension to return more focused and determined to excel.  

· Students with multiple suspensions may need to consider other options. By a second or subsequent suspension, students should be able to articulate their reason(s) for returning to ASU and their personal action plan to obtain academic success before returning to higher education. The Undergraduate Graduation and Academic Credits Appeals Committee can help student determine if the time of reentry and the option of higher education makes sense for each appeal.

· Students who attend summer terms are not held to the same academic standing policy set forth for fall and Spring terms. Currently, students attending summer terms may maintain or improve their academic standing which is recorded on their transcript. However, poor performance is not reflected in academic standing (academic probation or suspension) following summer enrollment. 

Summary of Readmission Following Academic Suspension Policies

Arkansas State Four year Public Institutions
	Institution
	First Suspension
	Second Suspension
	Third Suspension

	
	Suspended period
	Re-enrollment Process
	Suspended period
	Re-enrollment Process
	Suspended period
	Re-enrollment Process

	UCA
	1 semester or participate in suspension program
	participate in suspension program
	1 year
	Yes
	Indefinite
	N/A

	U of A
	Restricted to 9 hours or 1 year
	No
	1 year
	Yes
	5 years
	Yes

	UALR
	1 semester
	No
	1 year
	Yes
	Indefinite
	N/a

	UAPB
	1 semester
	Yes
	1 year
	Yes
	Indefinite
	N/a

	Arkansas Tech
	1 semester
	Yes
	1 year
	Yes
	1 Year
	Yes


PROPOSED POLICY CHANGES FOR  2010-2011 ASU BULLETIN:
READMISSION FOLLOWING ACADEMIC SUSPENSION

Restart@astate Program:  Students on academic suspension who have not participated in Restart@astate and wish to return to ASU-Jonesboro must seek enrollment into Restart if they are returning to ASU within two calendar years.  Students must first seek approval from the Wilson Advising Center in order to participate in Restart, then complete the application process and attend a Restart workshop before classes begin for the semester. Restart@astate is a fall and spring program option only and program fees do apply.

During the Restart semester, students will be allowed to enroll in up to 12 hours plus the one-hour Restart Seminar. Students who withdraw from the university, are administratively withdrawn or fail the Restart Seminar will serve a mandatory suspension period the following fall or spring semester. Successful completion of the Restart@astate program requirements, however, will allow enrollment during the subsequent all or spring enrollment period, provided the student meets the necessary GPA and other requirements stated in the Restart contract.

First Suspension: Students who are suspended for the first time must enroll in the Restart@astate program. (See procedures for enrollment under the Restart@astate program.)  All students considering taking coursework at another institution while on first suspension from ASU are strongly advised to meet with their ACU academic advisors for guidance on appropriate coursework selection. (See section on transferring coursework while on first suspension.)  

Second Suspension: Students may seek permission to re-enroll in the university after an absence of one calendar year.  Those students who have been absent from the university for less than two calendar years and have not completed the Restart@astate program must enroll in that program. (See enrollment procedures under the Restart@astate Program.)  Students who have completed the Restart@astate program must first seek approval to re-enroll from the Undergraduate Gradation and Academic Credits Appeals Committee.  Upon approval for re-enrollment, students must complete an Academic Suspension Clearance form in the Wilson Advising Center before registering for classes. 

Arkansas State University will not accept for transfer any credit earned at other institutions during a period in which the student is on mandatory second suspension at ASU.

Third and Subsequent Suspensions:  Students may seek permission to re-enroll in the university after an absence of two calendar years.  Those students who have been absent from the university for less than two calendar years and have not completed the Restart@astate program must enroll in that program. (See enrollment procedures under the Restart@astate Program.)  Students who have completed the Restart@astate program must first seek approval to re-enroll from the Undergraduate Gradation and Academic Credits Appeals Committee.  Upon approval for re-enrollment, students must complete an Academic Suspension Clearance form in the Wilson Advising Center before register for classes. 

Arkansas State University will not accept for transfer any credit earned at other institutions during a period in which the student is on mandatory third suspension at ASU.

