ASU System Policy


Effective Date:  

Subject:  Freedom of Expression


1.
Purpose
The Arkansas State University System recognizes and protects the First Amendment guarantees of freedom of speech, freedom of expression, and the right to assemble peaceably.  

2.
Arkansas State University System Freedom of Expression Policy
The Arkansas State University System will afford each member of the university community the opportunity to engage in peaceful and orderly protests and demonstrations; however, these activities must not disrupt the operation of the university.  Such opportunities will be provided on an equal basis and adhere to the basic principle that the system will remain neutral as to the content of any public demonstration.  In order to achieve this objective, while at the same time ensuring that the institution fulfills its educational mission, the university has the responsibility to regulate the time, place and manner of expression.  Through such regulation, equal opportunity for all persons can be assured; order within the university community can be preserved; university property can be protected; and a secure environment for individuals to exercise freedom of expression can be provided.

3.
Process
Each campus shall establish procedures to govern Freedom of Expression by faculty, staff, students, student organizations, and visitors in the following areas:

A.
Speeches and Demonstrations
Each campus shall designate (1) Free Expression Areas for speeches and demonstrations, (2) times available for use of the Free Expression Areas, and (3) the method for scheduling use of the Free Expression Areas.  Should any individual or group desire the use of other areas of the campus and other times for speeches and demonstrations, a request must be made to the chancellor responsible for student affairs (or appropriate designee) at least 72 hours in advance of the event.  Such plans will be considered in accordance with the principle of content neutrality.

B.
Distribution of Written Material
Each campus shall designate (1) areas where non-commercial pamphlets, handbills, circulars, newspaper, magazines and other written materials may be distributed on a person-to-person basis; (2) times available for distribution of non-commercial materials; and (3) the method for scheduling use of areas for distribution of non-commercial materials.  

The university maintains a position of neutrality as to the content of any written material distributed under this policy.

The distribution or posting of commercial materials and publications is prohibited.  

C.
Marches
Each campus shall designate (1) areas where marches may take place on streets and sidewalks of the campus, (2) times available for use of the streets and sidewalks for marches, and (3) the method for scheduling the use of streets and sidewalks for marches.  In order to ensure the safety of all individuals, the chancellor (or appropriate designee) must approve plans for an event of this nature at least 72 hours in advance.

D.
Time, Place, and Manner Restrictions
In order that persons exercising their freedom of expression not interfere with the operation of the university or the rights of others, reasonable limitations may be placed on the time, place and manner of speeches, demonstrations, distribution of written material, and marches in order to serve the interests of health and safety, prevent disruption of the process, and protect against invading the rights of others.  Each campus shall designate any time, place, and manner restrictions specific to that campus.

(Adopted by the Arkansas State University Board of Trustees on DATE, Resolution 09-)

