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1. Contact Person (Name, Email Address, Phone Number)
Andrea Brown, anbrown@astate.edu, 870.680.4221

2. Proposed Change (for undergraduate curricular changes please provide an 8-semester plan (appendix A), if applicable) 
The following changes to the bulletin are being proposed: 
Change of address for accrediting body, Accreditation Council of Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE), throughout the bulletin. 
Changes to program information in the bulletin including program vision, outcomes, philosophy, and other related program information. 

3. Effective Date
Spring 2021


4. Justification – Please provide details as to why this change is necessary. 
The OTA program is accredited by ACOTE and per accreditation standards, “All program publications and advertising—including but not limited to, academic calendars, announcements, catalogs, handbooks, and websites – must accurately reflect the program offered (ACOTE standard A.4.1).” Currently the program information in the bulletin does not align with the revised program philosophy, mission, and program level outcomes utilized by the OTA program. The information in the bulletin is outdated and needs revising to accurately reflect the current information related to the OTA program. 

In addition, ACOTE also requires that “The program’s accreditation status and name, address, and telephone number of ACOTE must be published in all of the following materials used by the institution: catalog, website, and program-related brochures or flyers available to perspective students. (ACOTE Standard A.4.3).” ACOTE relocated its headquarters and therefore the address listed throughout the bulletin is incorrect and requires revisions in order to maintain the program’s compliance with accreditation standards. 


Bulletin Changes

	Instructions 

	
Please visit http://www.astate.edu/a/registrar/students/bulletins/index.dot and select the most recent version of the bulletin. Copy and paste all bulletin pages this proposal affects below. Please include a before (with changed areas highlighted) and after of all affected sections. 

*Please note: Courses are often listed in multiple sections of the bulletin. To ensure that all affected sections have been located, please search the bulletin (ctrl+F) for the appropriate courses before submission of this form. 








Paste bulletin pages here...
Page 4 Before: 
ACCREDITATION OF PROGRAMS
Arkansas State University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and its next
comprehensive evaluation is in 2023-24. Many of Arkansas State University’s individual programs
are accredited by specialized accrediting agencies for the respective programs.

Higher Learning Commission
230 South LaSalle, Suite 7-500
Chicago, IL 60604
Telephone: 800-621-7440

Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET)
415 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
Telephone: (410) 347-7700

Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN)
3343 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 850
Atlanta, GA 30326
Telephone: (404) 975-5000

Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND)
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190
Chicago, IL 60606-6995
Telephone: (800) 877-1600 ext. 5400

Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications (ACEJMC)
1435 Jayhawk Boulevard
Lawrence, Kansas 66045
Telephone: (785) 864-3973

Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE)
American Occupational Therapy Association
4720 Montgomery Lane, Suite 200
Bethesda, MD 20814-3449
Telephone: 800-729-2682

American Chemical Society (ACS)
1155 Sixteenth Street NW
Washington, DC 20036
Telephone: 800-333-9511

Arkansas Department of Health Emergency Medical Services
Freeway Medical Tower
5800 West 10th Street, Suite 800
Little Rock, AR 72204
Telephone: (501) 661-2262

Association for Play Therapy
401 Clovis Avenue No. 107
Clovis, CA 93612
Telephone: (559) 298-3400

The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB)
777 South Harbour Island Boulevard
Suite 750
Tampa, FL 33602-5730
Telephone: (314) 872-8481


After: 
Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE)
American Occupational Therapy Association
6116 Executive Boulevard, Suite 200
North Bethesda, MD 20852-4929
Telephone: (301) 652-AOTA



Page 309 Before: 

College of Nursing and Health Professions
Professor Susan Hanrahan, Dean 

The College of Nursing & Health Professions was constituted with the beginning of the academic year 1982, and came about as a result of the inclusion of three programs which had been offered in other units of the university. The undergraduate programs of the college are baccalaureate degree curricula in nursing, clinical laboratory sciences, communication disorders, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), dietetics, radiologic sciences, disaster preparedness and emergency management, and social work, and associate degree programs in clinical laboratory science, nursing, occupational therapy assistant, paramedic, disaster preparedness and emergency preparedness, and physical therapist assistant. Information on graduate programs in the college (communication disorders, nursing, health sciences, occupational therapy, physical therapy, athletic training, disaster preparedness and emergency management, and social work) can be found in the A-State Graduate Bulletin. 

ACCREDITATION AND REGISTRATION 
Both the associate degree and the baccalaureate degree programs in nursing are approved by the Arkansas State Board of Nursing and accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) (3343 Peachtree Rd NE, Suite 850, Atlanta, GA 30326; (404) 975-5000; www.acenursing.org/). Upon completion of these programs the student is eligible for the National Council of State Boards of Nursing Licensing Examination (NCLEX-RN), and after passing the examination, is licensed as a Registered Nurse by the state(s) to which application was made. 
The Clinical Laboratory Scientist and Clinical Laboratory Technician programs are accredited by the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences (NAACLS), 5600 N. River Rd, Suite 720, Rosemont, IL 60018-5119, 773-714-8880. Graduates of these programs are eligible for the national certifying examinations in their specialty through the American Society of Clinical Pathologists. 
The baccalaureate degree in Communication Disorders is a preprofessional degree designed to prepare students for graduate study in speech-language pathology. Both curriculum and practicum experiences have been designed to partially fulfill requirements for the Certificate of Clinical Competence issued by the American Speech-Language Hearing Association. 
The accreditation of Arkansas State University's nutrition and dietetics education program has been placed on probationary status by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, 120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190, Chicago, IL 60606-6995, 800/877-1600, ext. 5400. 
The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), located at 4720 Montgomery Lane, Suite 200, Bethesda, MD 20814-3449. ACOTE’s telephone number c/o AOTA is (301) 652-AOTA and its Web address is www.acoteonline.org. 
Both the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) and the Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) programs are accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), 1111 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria, VA 22314, 703-706-3245. 
The Radiography, Radiation Therapy, and MRI programs are accredited by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT), 20 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 900, Chicago, IL, 60606-2901. Graduates are eligible to sit for the national certifying examination of the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists. 
The Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP). 
The Social Work Program is accredited by the Council on Social Work Education, CSWE, 1725 Duke Street, Suite 500, Alexandria, VA 22314-3457, 703-683-8099. 
All degrees in the Disaster Preparedness & Emergency Management program are accredited by the Council for the Accreditation of Emergency Management Education, 11589 Skeet Club Road, Suite 102-109, High Point, NC 27265. Its web address is www.caeme.edu. 
Most state and national board application forms ask if the applicant has ever been convicted of a crime. Certain crimes (e.g., controlled substance use or sale) may make the applicant ineligible for the examination. If a student has any reason to believe that he/she may be ineligible for the state or national board examinations, he/she should discuss this with the program director or the respective licensing agency.

After: 
The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), located at 6116 Executive Boulevard, Suite 200, North Bethesda, MD 20852-4929. ACOTE’s telephone number c/o AOTA is (301) 652-AOTA and its Web address is www.acoteonline.org. 


Page 374-375 Before: 
Department of Occupational Therapy
Associate Professor Christine Wright, Chair Assistant Professor 
Andrea Brown, OTA Program Director 
Assistant Professors: Sanders 

Occupational Therapists provide clinical interventions designed to support individuals across the lifespan participate in their valued activities, roles and routines. 
The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program (OTA) is part of the Occupational Therapy Department. The OTA program serves to educate students through the study of occupational science with the goal of preparing students to become clinicians and life-long learners. 
The occupational therapy assistant (OTA) is a healthcare provider who assists the occupational therapist in the provision of occupational therapy. The OTA contributes to the occupational therapy process through collaboration with the supervising occupational therapist. 

VISION
The vision of the Program in Occupational Therapy Assistant is to educate and graduate a generalist provider who assists the Occupational Therapist in the provision of OT services and participates in interprofessional education and practice development. 
Arkansas State University is committed to uphold the highest standards of professionalism, education, and ethics. The Occupational Therapy Department will follow all requirements set forth by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) and the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA). 

Student Learning Outcomes: Committed to learning and professional growth; Client centered, occupation 
based practice; Effective communication; Sound ethical practice; Clinical reasoning 
Themes: Occupational Performance; Scientific and Creative Technology; Practical Experience in Clinical and 
 Societal Environments 

Graduates will be: Occupation and client centered practitioners; Life long learners, advocating for the unique 
       role of profession in practice; Ethical practitioners demonstrating sound clinical reasoning 

ACCREDITATION 
Both the Occupational Therapy Doctorate (OTD) and the Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) programs are accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), located at 4720 Montgomery Lane, Suite 200, Bethesda, MD 20814-3449. ACOTE’s telephone number c/o AOTA is (301) 652-AOTA and its Web address is http://www.acoteonline.org. 

BACKGROUND CHECK 
As of January, 2018, NBCOT requires all exam candidates to pass a background check in order to be eligible to sit for the certification exam. This background check is in addition to the background check required by Arkansas law for applicants to the OTA Program. Prospective applicants should be aware that a felony conviction may impact their ability to become certified and licensed as an occupational therapy assistant. 

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY 
The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program holds the belief that all people have the right to live life to its fullest, and to engage in all occupations that meet their wants and needs. Humans are active beings whose development over time is influenced by the use of meaningful and goal-directed activities. Through the use of meaningful and goal directed activities along with humans’ innate capacity for intrinsic motivation and ability to adapt, humans are able to influence their physical, mental, and spiritual health and well-being as well as their social and physical environments. 
Just as occupations are influenced by temporal and cultural contexts, so too is the profession of occupational therapy. While the profession continues to uphold its central belief in the therapeutic value of everyday occupations, the profession also embraces the need to constantly develop new knowledge and approaches that support the use of occupation to elicit maximum functional independence. This evolution of ideas, knowledge, and approaches allows the profession to remain relevant, science-driven, evidence-based, and client-centered in the constantly changing landscape of today’s society. Therefore, occupational therapy educational activities and learning experiences must be purposeful and relevant for the student. They must involve active learning and critical inquiry in a collaborative environment that promotes teamwork and respect for the individual.


AFTER: 

Department of Occupational Therapy
Associate Professor Christine Wright, Chair Assistant Professor 
Andrea Brown, OTA Program Director 
Assistant Professors: Sanders

Occupational Therapy practitioners assist individuals, groups, and populations in achieving health and wellness through participation in meaningful and purposeful daily life tasks and activities known as occupations. Occupational Therapy practitioners address this through evaluation, intervention, and targeting of projected client outcomes. 
The Occupational Therapy practitioner includes both the occupational therapist and/or the occupational therapy assistant. The occupational therapy assistant partners with the occupational therapist to carry out the evaluation and intervention processes. Occupational therapy assistants are skilled in intervention techniques that allow clients across the lifespan to achieve health and wellness through participation in daily life activities. 
The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program (OTA) is part of the Occupational Therapy Department which houses both the OTA and Occupational Therapy Doctoral Program. The OTA program is a one-year program that runs from August to August annually and consists of didactic and fieldwork courses. The application cycle for prospective students also occurs annually. Applications must be received by March 1 in order to be considered for acceptance. Detailed information regarding the application process for the OTA program can be found on the program’s website at: https://www.astate.edu/info/academics/degrees/degree-details.dot?mid=6cadb9c2-da01-4235-a4e6-94f1a05905fe

MISSION
The Occupational Therapy Assistant Program is committed to the development of exceptionally safe, ethical, and culturally aware practitioners who focus on the unique needs of the client, communities, and populations and who aspire to be life-long learners, advocates, and leaders in the field of occupational therapy within the state of Arkansas and the lower Mississippi Delta region. 

The occupational therapy assistant program will fulfill the mission by: 
1. Providing high quality didactic and practical educational experiences that transmit occupation and evidence-based knowledge to program graduates. 
2. Creating and sustaining high expectations for professional, cultural, and ethical growth and development in OTA students. 
3. Providing fieldwork experiences in both traditional and emerging practice areas to produce graduates capable of meeting society’s needs. 
4. Strengthening occupational therapy services in the region through strong community partnerships. 
5. Modeling advocacy and leadership qualities through active participation in department, college, university, and professional service and scholarship. 
PROGRAM LEVEL OUTCOMES
Upon completion of the Occupational Therapy Assistant program at Arkansas State University, graduates will:
1) Use professional reasoning to name and frame clinical situations in order to provide client-centered and occupation-based interventions.
2) Understand and implement evidence-based practice across a variety of clinical settings and populations. 
3) Provide intervention that is ethically, socially, economically, politically, culturally, and environmentally relevant to individuals and populations in the lower Mississippi Delta region.
4) Understand the roles and responsibilities of OTA and OT practitioners to create collaborative partnerships and appropriate supervision in all settings and populations. 
5) Effectively identify factors of influence to health and wellness and implement intervention plans to address health at the individual, group, and population level. 
6) Possess the professional identity, knowledge, and skills necessary to effectively advocate for the client and profession and engage in leadership roles and responsibilities.
ACCREDITATION 
Both the Occupational Therapy Doctorate (OTD) and the Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) programs are accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA). The OTA program received initial accreditation in 2016 and will undergo reaccreditation in the 2020-2021 academic year. 
Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education
c/o Accreditation Department American Occupational Therapy Association
6116 Executive Boulevard, Suite 200, 
North Bethesda, MD 20852-4929. 
(301) 652-AOTA
http://www.acoteonline.org.

BACKGROUND CHECK 
As of January, 2018, NBCOT requires all exam candidates to pass a background check in order to be eligible to sit for the certification exam. This background check is in addition to the background check required by Arkansas law for applicants to the OTA Program. Prospective applicants should be aware that a felony conviction may impact their ability to become certified and licensed as an occupational therapy assistant.

Appendix A, 8-Semester Plan
(Referenced in #2 - Undergraduate Proposals Only)
Instructions: Please identify new courses in italics.
	Arkansas State University-Jonesboro
Degree:
Major:
Year:




	Students requiring developmental course work based on low entrance exam scores (ACT, SAT, ASSET, COMPASS) may not be able to complete this program of study in eight (8) semesters.  Developmental courses do not count toward total degree hours.  Students having completed college level courses prior to enrollment will be assisted by their advisor in making appropriate substitutions.   In most cases, general education courses may be interchanged between semesters.    A minimum of 45 hours of upper division credit (3000-4000 level) is required for this degree.
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