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How to Understand your I-20
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SEVIS ID
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What is a SEVIS ID? 

Your SEVIS ID is a number found on the
top section of the I-20 and needed to
complete processes like paying for

your SEVIS I-901 fee and making your
visa appointment. It is important to

use the SEVIS number of the school you
intend to attend. It will start with N00.

The I-20 is not a visa.  



Why is this blank?
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Why are sections of my I-20 blank?

There are some fields not required for SEVIS
so they are intentionally left blank. These

may include city of birth, admissions
number, preferred and passport name. 



Majors
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Immigration vs Actual

Why does the major on my I-
20 not match my program?

The major codes listed on the I-20 are general
education codes assigned by the Department
of Education and correspond with your major
at A-State. They often do not match exactly to
the descriptions schools use to describe the
major. This is not an error and will not cause a
problem for your immigration or academic
program.  
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Financials
and Funding

What do the ‘Financials’ and
‘Student Funding’ sections
mean?
Financials will include an estimate of expenses
for your program. Student Funding will provide
an explanation of the financial resources you
have shown when applying. This can include
personal funds, family funds, scholarships,
waivers, or assistantships. At all times, these
numbers are not absolutes and are subject to
change, as they are only estimating the cost of
tuition, fees, and living expenses. If you have
more than the estimated requirement, we will
reflect it on the I-20.  



Arrival Date
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When?

When is the earliest I can
arrive in the US?

The I-20 shows the earliest you can arrive is 30
days prior to the start date on your I-20. Please
plan travel accordingly as you may have to
find your own accommodation until the start
date on the I-20. Housing on campus may not
be available if you arrive early. If you cannot
arrive by the start date, please contact us for a
deferral request. This must be done within 30
days of the start date of the I-20 or your record
could be cancelled.
Ex. Start date: Jan 6 2025, Earliest arrival: Dec 7
2024




