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1. Contact Person (Name, Email Address, Phone Number)
Tanja McKay, tmckay@astate.edu, 972-3240

2. Proposed Change (for undergraduate curricular changes please provide an 8-semester plan (appendix A), if applicable) 
To make MBS 7251 Mentored Teaching for PhD students in the Molecular Biosciences Program a requirement for all PhD students. At this time it is only optional. 

3. Effective Date
Spring 2021


4. Justification – Please provide details as to why this change is necessary. 
The Molecular Biosciences faculty met in Spring 2020 and the faculty all agreed that PhD students in the program should have experience teaching a lecture class where the faculty member who oversees the course works with the PhD student to improve their teaching skills. MBS 7251 Mentored Teaching is currently in the curriculum and optional at this point, and only a few students do take this class. All PhD students currently do have to teach a laboratory class on their own, with minimal oversight from the instructor of record. However, having all students enrolled in MBS 7251 Mentored Teaching during their tenure in the program would allow the student to acquire more skill sets and would make MBS PhD students more competitive for future positions. They would also be prepared to teach 1000 general education courses in the natural and life sciences. 
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Page 266 Molecular Biosciences 
Doctor of Philosophy

University Requirements:	
	
Program Requirements:	Sem. Hrs.
Ethics and Responsible Conduct in Research (select one of the following)	1-3
MBS 6213	3
MBS 6233	3
MBS 6243	3
MBS 6251	4
MBS 7111 Seminar in Molecular Biosciences	 -
MBS 7251 Mentored Teaching	1
Sub-total	-




















Appendix A, 8-Semester Plan
(Referenced in #2 - Undergraduate Proposals Only)
Instructions: Please identify new courses in italics.
	Arkansas State University-Jonesboro
Degree:
Major:
Year:




	Students requiring developmental course work based on low entrance exam scores (ACT, SAT, ASSET, COMPASS) may not be able to complete this program of study in eight (8) semesters.  Developmental courses do not count toward total degree hours.  Students having completed college level courses prior to enrollment will be assisted by their advisor in making appropriate substitutions.   In most cases, general education courses may be interchanged between semesters.    A minimum of 45 hours of upper division credit (3000-4000 level) is required for this degree.
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