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Arkansas State University 
History and Overview 

 
Arkansas State University in Jonesboro is a Carnegie Foundation R2 national doctoral-granting institution 
serving the upper Mississippi Delta region. It is the only comprehensive public university located in this area. 
Dedicated to teaching, research and service, the university provides students with the broad educational 
foundations that help develop critical thinking and analytical skills, decision-making capabilities, and com-
munication skills. 
 
This institution was founded in Jonesboro in 1909 by the Arkansas General Assembly as a regional agri-
cultural training school. It began offering a two-year college program in 1918, then became "First District 
Agricultural and Mechanical College" in 1925. A four-year degree program was begun in 1930, then 
A & M College became "Arkansas State College" in 1933. The Arkansas Legislature elevated the college 
to university status and changed the name to Arkansas State University in 1967. Today, the institution has 
more than 90,000 alumni. A-State has received notable rankings in the past, moving into the "National 
Universities" category in U.S. News and World Report's annual "Best Colleges Rankings" in 2019 and 
leading the state of Arkansas in two important areas, "Best Undergraduate Teaching" and "Social Mobil-
ity.”  A-State also has been named Best in South by Princeton Review, military-friendly by Military Times, 
and a top online value by a wide range of internet rating groups. 
 
A-State has extended its global reach with the only U.S.-style campus in Queretaro, Mexico, and is host 
to the first osteopathic medical school in Arkansas, the New York Institute of Technology College of Os-
teopathic Medicine. More information about A-State is available at its web site, AState.edu. 
 
Degree Programs 
Master degree graduate programs were initiated in 1955, and Arkansas State began offering its first doctoral 
degree, in educational leadership, in the fall of 1992. Additional doctoral programs are now offered in 
environmental science, heritage studies, molecular biosciences, nursing practice, occupational therapy, 
and physical therapy. Programs at the specialist, master, bachelor and associate degree levels are available 
through the various colleges which include Agriculture; Griffin Business; Education and Behavioral Sci-
ence; Engineering and Computer Science; Liberal Arts and Communication; Nursing and Health Profes-
sions; Sciences and Mathematics; and University College. 
 
Accreditation 
Arkansas State University's commitment to excellence in higher education is demonstrated by its accreditation 
by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association, as well as 28 specialized accrediting 
organizations. In addition, the university holds membership in numerous national organizations that support 
the highest educational standards. 
 
The ASU System 
The ASU System includes campuses at Jonesboro (Craighead County), which offers degree programs through 
the doctoral level; Beebe (White County), Mountain Home (Baxter County), Newport (Jackson County), West 
Memphis (Crittenden County), and Malvern (Hot Spring County) where associate degree programs are offered; 
and at Heber Springs, Marked Tree and Searcy. Dr. Charles L. Welch is president of the Arkansas State Uni-
versity System, which was created by Board of Trustees resolution, effective July 1, 2006. Arkansas State Uni-
versity-Beebe became part of ASU in 1955. White River Vo-Tech at Newport became associated with 
ASU-Beebe in 1992; that campus is now Arkansas State University-Newport. The Mountain Home campus 
officially became ASU-Mountain Home on July 1, 1995. Delta Technical Institute at Marked Tree merged 
with ASU in 2001 and is now part of ASU-Newport. ASU-Heber Springs operates as a sister campus of ASU-
Beebe. Foothills Technical Institute at Searcy was merged with ASU-Beebe on July 1, 2003, and is now ASU-
Searcy, a technical institute of ASU-Beebe. Mid-South Community College in West Memphis became a 
member of the system in 2015 and changed its name to ASU Mid-South. College of the Ouachitas in Malvern 
joined the system in 2020 as ASU Three Rivers. Henderson State University will join the system in 2021. 
 
A-State offers bachelor degree programs, master degree programs and upper level courses through degree 
centers at ASU-Beebe, ASU-Mountain Home, and ASU Mid-South. The university also operates an instruc-
tional site at Little Rock Air Force Base. 
 
Enrollment 
Arkansas State University has grown significantly in recent decades. The Jonesboro campus enrollment in the 
fall of 1985 was 8,446; in the fall of 2018, it was 13,709. Home to the largest online program in the State of 
Arkansas, A-State also has the largest graduate enrollment mostly through 100 percent online programs. 
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Arkansas State University 
Mission, Core Values, and Vision 

 
Mission 

Arkansas State University educates leaders, enhances intellectual growth, and enriches lives. 
(ASU = e3) 

 
Core Values 

Arkansas State University values the following as central to our success: 

•    Student-Centered: We are committed to education, inquiry and service in order to meet 
students’ changing needs. We foster lifelong learning, civic and social responsibility, 
leadership, and individual and career growth. 

•    Learning-Centered: We nurture intellectual flexibility, knowledge and skills by integrat-
ing teaching, research, assessment and learning to promote continuous improvement of 
our scholarly community. 

•    Excellence: We pursue excellence within the campus community through opportunities 
for achievement in teaching, research, scholarship, creative activity and service. 

•    Diversity: We embrace diversity in all of its dimensions realizing that mutual respect for 
individuality and the inclusion of all are vital for both personal and institutional success. 

•    Service: We support and recognize service at all levels of the university. We strive to 
contribute to the benefit of the university, the Delta, the state, the nation and the world. 

•    Integrity: We hold high standards of character and integrity as the foundations upon 
which the University is built. 

 

Vision 

Arkansas State University aspires to be an academic leader recognized for innovation and quality 
in teaching and learning, international standing in strategic research areas, and commitment to out-
reach and service to the Delta and beyond. 



CEREMONY PARTICIPANTS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY

Dr. Kelly Damphousse 
Chancellor 
 
Dr. Len Frey 
Executive Vice Chancellor for Finance & 
   Administration 
 
Dr. Lonnie Williams 
Interim Vice Chancellor for Diversity & 
   Community Engagement 
 
Dr. Thilla Sivakumaran 
Vice Chancellor, Global Engagement & Outreach 
 
Dr. Martha Spack 
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs & 
   Dean of Students 
 

Dr. Alan Utter 
Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor for 
   Academic Affairs 
 
Dr. Erika Chudy 
Vice Chancellor of Advancement 
 
Dr. Bryan Terry 
Vice Chancellor for Enrollment Management 
 
Mr. Terry Mohajir 
Vice Chancellor for Intercollegiate Athletics 
 
Dr. Bill Smith 
Chief Communications Officer 
 

ACADEMIC  COUNCIL

Dr. Mickey Latour, Dean 
College of Agriculture 
 
Dr. Mary Jane Bradley, Dean 
College of Education and Behavioral Science 
 
Dr. Carl Cates, Dean 
College of Liberal Arts and Communication 
 
Dr. Lynn Boyd, Dean 
College of Sciences and Mathematics 
 
Dr. Jill Simons, Dean 
University College 

Dr. Melody Lo, Dean 
Neil Griffin College of Business 
 
Dr. Abhijit Bhattacharyya, Dean 
College of Engineering and Computer Science 
 
Dr. Susan Hanrahan, Dean 
College of Nursing and Health Professions 
 
Dr. Cherisse Jones-Branch, Dean 
Graduate School 
 
 
 

OTHER  CEREMONY  PARTICIPANTS

Ms. Donna Caldwell 
President, Arkansas State Faculty Association 
Mace Bearer 
 
Ms. ChrisTina Okolo 
Graduating Senior 
Wilson Award Recipient 
 

Ms. Jaime Harrell 
Interpreter
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T H E   P R O G R A M 
 
  *Processional:  Pomp and Circumstance.....................................................................Edward Elgar 
 
 
 
OUR  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

  *The Star-Spangled Banner...................................................................................Francis Scott Key 
 
 
 

WELCOME  AND  INTRODUCTIONS ...................................................Dr. Kelly Damphousse 
Chancellor of the University 

 
 
 
REMARKS ON BEHALF OF THE GRADUATING CLASS ...............................Ms. ChrisTina Okolo 

Wilson Award Recipient 
 
 

 
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES .......................................................Dr. Alan Utter 

Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
 
 
 
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES .................................................................Dr. Kelly Damphousse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please stand for the anthem. 
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