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Dr. Kelly Damphousse [DAMF-iss] was appointed as
chancellor of Arkansas State University by ASU System
President Dr. Charles L. Welch May 17.

Damphousse, who has served as dean or interim dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Oklahoma in
Norman since 2013, began his duties at A-State July 1.

-

A native of Canada, Damphousse served as associate dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences at OU for nine years prior S STATE ARKANSAS STA
to becoming dean. The college is the university’s largest RSITY UNIVERSIT
and most diverse with an annual budget of $100 million, 31
academic and research units offering 60 degrees, nearly 600
faculty, more than 1,500 instructional or support staff, and
almost 10,000 students. As dean, he worked with faculty, staff
and alumni to cultivate more than $30 million in private giving
to the college.

Damphousse, who once worked as a prison guard prior to ARKANSAS STATE
his career in higher education, is a sociologist who has done UNIVERSITY
extensive research on terrorism and substance abuse. In ad-
dition, he has served as OU'’s faculty athletics representative
to the Big 12 Conference and NCAA since 2012. He and his
wife, Beth, served as faculty-in-residence in an OU residence

hall, living with 384 freshmen every year. Students voted him
“Best OU Professor” in 2015.

“This is @ humbling moment for me personally, but | am also

very excited about this opportunity,” Damphousse said. “‘Beth k& STATE
and | appreciate the confidence that President Welch, the RSITY
search committee and the rest of A-State’s community have

in us. Together, we will all continue building on A-State’s rich

legacy begun so nobly by President V.C. Kays in 1910.”

Damphousse holds a doctoral degree in sociology and a
master’s degree in sociology from Texas A&M University.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Sam

Houston State University and an associate degree in law ARKANSAS ST‘ATE
enforcement from Lethbridge College. He has two daugh- UNIVERS '
ters: Kristen Howell, who just completed the first year of her

master’s degree in public health at Emory University, and

Kayleigh Damphousse, who is assistant director of retention

and persistence at the University of Florida.
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FULBRIGHT GRANTR

Arkansas State University announced April 7 that three
A-State students have been offered Fulbright grants for the
2017-18 academic year by the U.S. Department of State
and the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board.

Seniors Desirae Green, Arnelle Jones and Cameron Mealing
were selected from over 10,000 applicants nationwide, and
are the first Fulbright grant recipients from Arkansas State.
Each will serve as an English language teaching assistant
overseas during the upcoming academic year.

“These three students successfully competing for Fulbright
grants is great both for them and for Arkansas State Uni-
versity,” said Dr. Doug Whitlock, interim chancellor. “They
will each enjoy a positive, transformative experience that
will benefit them for the rest of their lives. It underscores
the fact that the Arkansas State educational experience
prepares students to compete with others from around the
country. We can take great pride in this as a university
community. This is also the sort of success that does not go
unnoticed by prospective students. | think A-State can fully
expect to see this success grow in the future.”

“We are extremely proud of Arnelle, Desirae and Cameron,
and for what they represent for Arkansas State,” said Dr.
Lynita Cooksey, provost and vice chancellor for Academic

ENTS NAMEDY

Affairs and Research at A-State. “As the first Fulbright grant
recipients from A-State, they are proof of success from the
new program to recruit and assist our outstanding students
in applications for elite undergraduate and postgraduate
scholarship opportunities. Along with an increasing em-
phasis on providing undergraduate research opportunities,
supporting students who want to go for competitive scholar-
ships and mentoring them through the process is a part of
Arkansas State’s commitment to undergraduate education at
the highest level.”

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is administered at
Arkansas State University by Jennifer Salo, Honors College
special project coordinator. Salo was one of 14 advisers se-
lected to attend the Fulbright program adviser development
initiative held March 15-17 in Washington, D.C. Salo was
selected from a pool of over 120 advisers nationwide who
were invited to apply.

This year marks the 71st anniversary of the Fulbright Pro-
gram’s establishment in 1946 under legislation introduced by
U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright of Arkansas. Since then,
the program has given more than 360,000 students, schol-
ars, teachers, artists and scientists the opportunity to study,
teach and conduct research, exchange ideas and contribute
to finding solutions to shared international concerns.



DESIRAE GREEN

Green, a world languages and cultures major from Little Rock, will
spend the academic year as an English teaching assistant in Spain,
teaching in an elementary school in La Rioja.

As a student at A-State, Green is the recipient of multiple scholar-
ships, including the A-State Incentive Scholarship and the
Thompson Minority Scholarship.

ARNELLE JONES

Jones, an Honors student from Osceola majoring in communication
studies with a minor in Spanish, will spend 10 months as an English
teaching assistant in Manizales, Caldas, in Colombia.

She serves as the president of the Arkansas State Association
of Black Journalists, and is a member of the A-State Debate and
Forensics team.

CAMERON MEALING

Mealing is a communications studies major from Jonesboro. He will
spend the academic year as an English teaching assistant in Sene-
gal providing instruction at the middle/secondary school level.

Having served in both the U.S. Marine Corps and the National
Guard, he is a founding member and past president of the A-State
French Club and served as a member of the ROTC and the A-State
Model United Nations organization.



Jared Gowen, a senior from Garner who graduated from Arkansas
State University in May 2017 with a degree in biological sciences,
received the prestigious R.E. Lee Wilson Award for 2017 at the 84th
student honors awards ceremony.

Gowen was selected from a group of eight Distinguished Service
Award winners honored at the ceremony including Arnelle Jones of
Osceola, Blaise Taylor of Jonesboro, Emilee Taylor of Jonesboro,
Erin Langley of Beebe, Kelly Mendes of Jonesboro, Monica Norman
of Hot Springs and Patrick Dietz of Searcy.

DIVERSITY AWARDS PRESENTED

Four individuals who demonstrated commitment to achieving a more
diverse environment at Arkansas State University were recognized
as recipients of the 2017 Excellence in Diversity Awards.

Recipients this year were: Skyler Jones, a senior majoring in
interdisciplinary studies; Ja’von Long (pictured left), a senior crimi-
nology and sociology major; Dr. Dixie Keyes, professor of mid-level
education in the College of Education and Behavioral Science; and
LaGanzie Kale, founder and manager of KLEK-FM, the first minori-
ty-owned radio station in Jonesboro, and a 2003 A-State alumnus.
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TWENTY ONE NAMED WHO'S WHO

Twenty-one outstanding upper-level students at Arkansas State
University have been named to the prestigious “Who’s Who Among
Students in American Universities and Colleges” for 2016-17. The
students were introduced during a campus ceremony recognizing
student leaders.

Jared Gowen of Garner received the “Outstanding Who's Who”
award and a scholarship from Crews and Associates of Little Rock.
The Crews firm was represented by Steve Pulley.

FOUR AWARDED FACULTY AGHIEVEMENT

The four recipients of the 2016-17 Faculty Achievement awards — in
advising, professional service, scholarship and teaching — were
honored during the 39th annual Faculty Honors Convocation April
11 along with 14 retiring faculty members.

This year’s recipients were Dr. Justin Castro, assistant professor of
Latin American history; Dr. LaQuita Saunders, assistant professor
of history and co-director of the Pre-Law Center; Dr. Evelyn Taylor,
assistant professor of social work; and Dr. Stacy Walz, assistant
professor of clinical laboratory sciences and department chair.

RICHMOND-HAYDAR SCHOLARSHIP

The Richmond-Haydar Memorial Scholarship for International
Students is presented each Spring to international students who
demonstrate academic excellence and leadership, both inside and
outside the classroom.

The 2017 undergraduate recipient was Yeon Jae Lee, a senior ac-
counting major whose goal is to continue at A-State through comple-
tion of a master’s degree. This year’s graduate recipient was Pooja
Ghai, a second-year student in the occupational therapy doctoral
program who desires to improve the lives of those with disabilities.

STUDENT-ATHLETES HONORED

Before the Spring commencement ceremony, 37 A-State
student-athletes were honored for their achievements both in the
classroom and in their field of play.

These Red Wolves receiving diplomas represented the sports of
football (6), women’s soccer (6), baseball (5), volleyball (4), wom-
en’s basketball (3), men’s cross country (3), men’s basketball (2),
women’s bowling (2), tennis (1), women’s track and field (2), wom-
en’s cross country (1), men’s golf (1) and men’s track and field (1).



Arkansas State University and Centennial Bank broke ground
June 27 on construction of a new welcome center to be built
in the heart of the A-State campus in Jonesboro.

Arkansas State University System President Dr. Charles L.
Welch said, “This public-private partnership is another exam-
ple of our commitment to a strong working relationship with
the communities we serve. This welcome center will benefit
thousands of future students and their families, and we are
so thankful for Centennial Bank’s contribution to this exciting
new facility on our beautiful campus.”

The site on Aggie Road will house both a full-service branch
of Centennial Bank and a visitor center for future students
and their families arriving to campus. The 3,833-square foot
facility will become the new entrance to campus for those
visiting for the first time and taking an official tour.

-l

Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Dr. Rick Stripling said, “We
average over 6,000 scheduled campus visits per year, and
the welcome center will serve as our launching pad for tour-
ing our beautiful campus. The Office of Recruitment will have
a full-time person coordinating the campus experience from
this center. We will have a new front door to Arkansas State.
This will allow visitors to drive through the heart of campus
life to ultimately reach the easily accessed welcome center.”

The welcome center is projected to open during the Spring
2018 semester.
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STUDENTS SPLASH FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS

A-State hosted its annual Polar Plunge for Special Olympics on a chilly
February night at the Wolf Creek Apartments Clubhouse. Students
and staff from various campus organizations did not shy away from the
cool temps but took the plunge to raise more than $4,000.

The Honors College Association (pictured left) took home the top fund-
raising team award, while the Volunteer A-State Council was awarded
best costume for their M&M inspired attire.

RED WOLVES ROLL UP THEIR SLEEVES

Volunteer A-State partnered with the American Red Cross to host its
bi-annual blood drive February 7-8 in the Reng Student Union. While
the Red Cross manned the actual donation process, students and staff
of A-State volunteered with registration, snacks and promoting around
campus.

During the two-day initiative, 106 units of blood were collected. The
next campus-wide blood drive is scheduled for September 19-20.




UP “TIL DAWN RAISES RECORD FUNDS

Arkansas State University students participating in the “Up ’til Dawn”
fundraising weekend surpassed their goal and raised $75,185 for St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis.

This landed A-State as the ninth-best UTD fundraising program in
the nation. The record-setting total was up more than $13,000, or
22 percent, over last year. With a very generous $5,000 donation,
this year’s event was presented by Richardson Orthopedics & Spine
Surgery in Paragould.

A-STATE FOOD PANTRY SERVES CAMPUS

The A-State Campus Food Pantry continued its’ service to campus
during the Spring and Summer 2017 terms. The pantry has served
more than 300 members of the A-State community (students, faculty
or staff) and their families. Donation drives were coordinated with
various campus organizations including Staff Senate, Student Gov-
ernment Association, and others.

The pantry is located at 2907 E. Johnson Avenue. Questions can be
directed to pantry@AState.edu.

A-STATE DAY OF CARING

Eighty-five students and staff members from Arkansas State
flooded the Jonesboro community for A-State Day of Caring
April 7. Teams of student organizations and campus departments
spent the day serving 11 non-profit agencies in 12 locations.

A-State United Way and Volunteer A-State teamed up to put the
project together, and several area businesses provided lunch for
the volunteers including Centennial Bank, Frito Lay, Newk’s and
Coca-Cola.

CAMPUS HOSTS RAGE FOR THE CURE

The A-State campus was the site of the first-ever Susan G. Komen
Race for the Cure held in Northeast Arkansas May 6. The race
registered more than 4,000 runners and raised over $80,000 in its
inaugural year. It was also recorded as the largest 3k in the history
of the city of Jonesboro.

Susan G. Komen’s mission is to “save lives by meeting the most
critical needs in our communities and investing in breakthrough
research to prevent and cure breast cancer.”




There is one thing Arkansas State University has always
done, and done well — put knowledge and research together
to make communities stronger. With the opening of the new
Innovation System, Arkansas State will continue to add to
that legacy.

A group of prestigious speakers ushered in the three loca-
tions of the A-State Innovation System at the grand opening
dedication ceremony, July 17 at the corner of Cate St. and
Church St, directly across from The Garage.

Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson, A-State Chancellor Kelly
Damphousse, President of Ritter Communications

Alan Morse, Controller of Nucor-Yamato Keith Prevost,

Chief Transformation Officer for the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission Amy Fecher and Federal Co-
chairman of the Delta Regional Authority Chris Masingill
provided remarks.

“The A-State Innovation System is designed to help both
students and community members,” said Ty Keller, director
of A-State Innovate. “We aim to connect both innovators and
entrepreneurs to resources that will help them create new
products and/or start new businesses.”

A-State Innovate is located in three different Jonesboro
locations: The Garage at 219 South Church Street, a mak-
er space/collaboration space; The Shop at 5501 Krueger
Drive, a machine shop/woodshop that will be located on the
ASU-Newport-Jonesboro campus; and The Lab at 504 Uni-
versity Loop West, a research facility and business incubator
operated by the Arkansas State University Research and
Development Institute (RDI) located in the Arkansas Biosci-
ences Institute (ABI).

Through the integration of innovation, start-up support,
technology transfer and partnerships with businesses and
communities, the Innovation System provides opportunities
for entrepreneurs to access resources and bring ideas to the
marketplace.

The Innovation System was born from an i6 Challenge grant
for $500,000 awarded in February 2016 to the Delta Cen-
ter for Economic Development (DCED) from the Economic
Development Administration (EDA). A-State utilized the i6
funds to leverage local, state and federal partnerships for the
creation of the A-State Innovation System. Combined with
$886,967 in in-kind matching, A-State’s i6 project had $1.39
million in total support.
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ANNUAL PACK PRIDE DAY CELEBRATION

During Pack Pride Day January 23, student leaders recognized indi-
viduals and groups who have added to the rich pride and traditions
at Arkansas State University.

Alpha Gamma Delta was named as the first recipient of the Bodolf
Award. New this year, the Bodolf Award was awarded to the most
spirited student organization. Melissa Wilkinson, associate profes-
sor of art, received the Scarlet Bella Award. Interim Chancellor Dr.
Doug Whitlock received the Howler Award, and this year’s winner of
the Alpha Wolf Award was the Office of Digital Creative Media.

HOWL ON WHEELS NOW SERVING

A-State Dining Services introduced a new way to find food on
campus, Howl on Wheels. The new food truck was introduced at
the conclusion of the Fall 2016 semester and served at various loca-
tions and special events during Spring 2017.

Howl on Wheels offers new and exciting menu items including
chicken & waffles, the Howlie burger and sweet wolves BBQ. You
can find the food truck’s hours of operation and always-changing
location by following @HowlonWheels on Twitter.
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QUINN CROWNED MISS A-STATE

Destiny Quinn of Jonesboro was crowned Miss Arkansas State
University 2017 at the 43rd annual pageant presented by the Delta
Theta chapter of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. Quinn is a senior at
A-State, majoring in multimedia journalism.

With a stated service platform of “Vote! It's Not Just Your Right. It's
Your Duty,” she presented a tap dance to “Work” during the talent
segment of the competition. She was sponsored by the men of
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. Her parents are Wade Quinn Ill and
Diana Davis.

STOTTS-HORTON WIN SGA ELECTION

After an intense three-way election and run-off vote, Haley Stotts
and Jon Mark Horton earned the honor to serve as A-State’s
2017-2018 Student Government Association president and

vice president.

The Stotts-Horton ticket focused on bringing smoothie bars to
campus, extending hours at the Red WOLF Center, creation of Kays
Koffee Shop, adding to the variety of food options at the Howl on
Wheels food truck and development of a library study room app.

SPRINGFEST

Along with a glimpse of warmer Spring weather, Springfest brought
new and exciting things to campus for students to enjoy before pre-
paring for the stress of finals. The A-State Student Activities Board
did not disappoint with the 2017 celebration, hosting carnival rides,
the always-popular sno cones and more than 20 different species of
animals in the Happy Tails Petting Zoo. Llamas, goats and rabbits
were among the favorites.

SPOKEN WORD ARTIST VISITS CAMPUS

The A-State Student Activities Board welcomed poet and spoken
word artist Ashlee Haze to campus in April for a coffeehouse-style
performance in the Sun Belt Lounge of the Reng Student Union.
Haze has been featured in Nylon, The New Yorker and Lane Bry-
ant’s #ThisBody campaign.

Accompanying Haze’s performance was a contemporary dance rou-
tine by A-State student Mikka Simone. Pictured are Haze, Simone,
SAB’s 2016-17 Special Events Director Christian Canizales and
SAB’s 2017-18 Cultural Enrichment Director Marlana Robinson.



The Circle, a new residential facility designed primarily
for graduate students and medical students, was officially
opened with a ribbon-cutting and dedication ceremony
August 7.

The individual buildings in the 196-bed complex are named
for the first four African American faculty members at A-State
in recognition of their historic roles in campus desegregation.

Dr. Calvin Smith, the first African American faculty member
at Arkansas State, as well as Dr. Wilbert Gaines, Dr. Mossie
Richmond and Dr. Herman Strickland formed a mutual sup-
port group they called “The Circle” as they and their families
made Jonesboro their home in the 1970s.

Gaines and Strickland, as well as Mrs. Richmond and Mrs.
Smith, briefly addressed the large crowd that had gathered
for the historic occasion, expressing their joy and excitement
to see The Circle come to fruition. Other speakers included
Dr. Kelly Damphousse, chancellor; Dr. Rick Stripling, vice
chancellor for student affairs; Haley Stotts, president of the
Student Government Association; Dr. Lonnie Williams, asso-
ciate vice chancellor for student affairs; and Garrison Rice,
second-year medical student at the New York Institute of
Technology College of Osteopathic Medicine at A-State.

The location of The Circle along Aggie Road, just west of
the Military Science Building, is where the four families lived
in faculty housing along what was then called East College
Circle and West College Circle. Because the proximity of
their residences helped the families provide mutual support,
the site is considered significant in A-State’s history.

The university Board of Trustees last year approved naming
the complex as The Circle, and the buildings are Gaines Hall,
Richmond Hall, Smith Hall and Strickland Hall.

The project is part of the university’s first public-private part-
nership to construct campus housing.




GAINES | RICHMOND | SMITH | STRICKLAND

“May The Circle Be Unbroken”

The first African American
faculty and administrators of Arkansas State
University and their families lived in this area
of campus during the early 1970s.
The community they forged fostered
the growth of acceptance and diversity
among all the students, faculty and staff.
These buildings are dedicated to these
four families so that we may

continue their legacy-

iTHE €IRCLE RESIDENCE HALL _DEDICATED
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GLOBAL STUDENT LEADERS VISIT EUROPE

The Global Student Leader (GSL) program began at A-State with
the mission of preparing students in challenging and diverse ways to
become more productive global citizens.

In May, advisers Alexis Hurdle and Booker Mays traveled with 20
student leaders to experience the culture of Scotland and England.
The group made stops in Edinburgh, Yorkshire, Oxford and London,
visiting various historical sites and learning about each destination’s
distinct character.

ON THE ROAD WITH A-STATE BASEBALL

Diamond Dolls from Arkansas State hit the road during spring break
to cheer on their favorite Red Wolves team. The ladies traveled to
Conway, South Carolina to watch A-State battle with defending na-
tional champion Coastal Carolina University in a three-game series.

Pictured left to right are Haley Osburn, Kelsey Ball, Paige Ashcraft,
Abby McNatt and Jaime Clayton.




HONORS GETS ‘A TASTE OF ITALY'

As part of the Honors Study Abroad program, more than 40 stu-
dents, faculty and staff traveled to Italy in May to study the slow-
food movement as part of their coursework.

The two-week excursion made stops in Cuneo, Florence, Bologna,
and Rome. This culinary adventure included various tastings, a
cheese making demonstration, participation in a cooking class and
visits to prominent local historical sites like the Leaning Tower of
Pisa and the Sistine Chapel.

A-STATE CHOIR PERFORMS IN IRELAND

The Arkansas State University Community Choir traveled to Ireland
to spend its Spring Break meeting new musical friends and sharing
music with them.

The 74 faculty, students, family members and community choir
members from A-State, Little Rock, Pocahontas and points in-be-
tween made three formal concert performances and a few impromp-
tu appearances in Dublin, Killarney, Kilkenny and Waterford.

RED WOLVES VIE FOR MISS AR TITLE

Arkansas State was proud to have six students represent the uni-
versity at the 2017 Miss Arkansas pageant in June. Pictured left to
right are Ashley Ehrhart, Miss Arkansas Delta; Bailey Moses, Miss
Northeast Arkansas; Kenzie Williams, Miss Metro; and Jade Collins,
Miss Diamond Lakes. Not pictured are Claudia Raffo, Miss White
River and Destiny Quinn, Miss Arkansas State University.

Ehrhart was named 2nd runner-up, earning a $9,000 scholarship.
Moses earned the 3rd runner-up spot with a $7,500 scholarship,
and Raffo earned a $5,000 scholarship at 4th runner-up.

STUDENT-ATHLETES VISIT LONDON

Fifteen student-athletes from A-State studied abroad in London,
England during May 2017. These students and faculty advisers
learned about British sports and culture by visiting various athletic
facilities including the 2012 Olympic Stadium, Wimbledon, NFL UK,
Arsenal Soccer Club and more. The group also ventured to the
British Museum, National Gallery, and on a bike tour of the city, all
while earning course credit.
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A new landmark was introduced to the Arkansas State
University campus August 15 when a 350-pound, bronze red
wolf statue was presented to the university by the Student
Government Association.

The statue was unveiled by Haley Stotts, president of the
A-State Student Government Association, and Logan Mus-
tain, SGA president when the idea for the statue originated
during the 2015-16 academic year.

“If you've been on campus this summer, you've probably
seen a lot of construction that has happened,” said Stotts at
a reception prior to the unveiling. “This wolf is just adding to
our campus beautification process so that future students
can enjoy this campus just as much as we have today. | am
excited to see how the campus is growing and | can’t wait to
see all that we accomplish this year.”

Quoting Rudyard Kipling, A-State chancellor Dr. Kelly
Damphousse said, “The strength of the pack is the wolf, and
the strength of the wolf is the pack,” and | hope that every
time the students walk by the statue of this red wolf, they are | .
reminded that they are part of a pack. The pack is always ‘ !
there for the students, and each of them is responsible to the ’ bl J",,_
pack as well.” -

The statue, depicting a howling red wolf, is located on Aggie
Circle, just east of the Carl R. Reng Student Union.

“The location of the statue is very important because it is
near where students will exit the new welcome center that is
being built,” said Dr. Rick Stripling, vice chancellor for student =
affairs. “As they come by they can take pictures and be a
part of the A-State family on the front end.”

“This is just a recognition of how great things are going for
Arkansas State University right now,” said Mustain. “These
are truly great times for Arkansas State.”

The statue was sculpted in Querétaro, Mexico and an identi-
cal statue will be in place at A-State Campus Querétaro when
the site opens September 2017.
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SGA PRESIDENT

To some, welcome back. To others, welcome home. To all, welcome.

This is our first edition of WolfTracks in its newly-designed format, and in it
you will find many colorful memories from the Spring and Summer. Over the
course of the 2016-2017 school year, we saw great healing and exciting
change. Dr. Doug Whitlock stepped in as interim chancellor toward the
beginning of the year and carried out the role with such grace and direction
throughout his entire term.

At the end of the 2017 Spring semester, our Red Wolf pack grew by two as we welcomed our new chancellor and his
beautiful wife, Dr. Kelly and Beth Damphousse. If you haven’t met this dynamic duo yet, I'm sure you will. They have
been SO active on our campus and in our community ever since they set foot in Jonesboro, and their kind, genuine,
others-focused hearts are unparalleled.

On top of landing what | perceive to be the best chancellor, first lady, and even first dog, we've also seen lots of great
improvements in campus beaultification (i.e. the new red wolf statue), campus climate (i.e. Red Wolf Talks), and cam-
pus life in general. AND WE'RE NOT STOPPING NOW!

| look forward to this year ahead with you all. If there’s anything | can ever do for you, don’t hesitate to stop by the
Student Government Association office (Reng Student Union, Room 2001) and we’ll chat. #WolvesUp for the Fall
2017 semester; it's going to be a great one!

g S

Haley Stotts
Student Government Association President 2017-2018
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