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ASU - Jonesboro:  ASU to host NEA Social Work Month conference and awards ceremony

 
The Beck PRIDE Center for America’s Wounded Veterans, the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), Arkansas State University’s College of Nursing and Health Professions and the ASU Department of Social Work are hosting the Northeast Arkansas Social Work Month Conference and awards ceremony.

 
The event will be held on Wednesday, March 18, from 2:30-5:30 p.m. in the Chickasaw Room in the Student Union, 101 N. Caraway Road, on the ASU campus in Jonesboro.  

 
Four individuals will receive awards including Robin Tripod Patten, Social Worker of the Year; Johnathan C. Simpson, Bachelor of Social Work Student Social Worker of the Year; Pamela Diaz, Master’s of Social Work Student Social Worker of the Year; and Rennell Woods, Public Citizen of the Year.

 
In addition, the Paragould Children’s Home will receive the award for Social Service Agency of the Year.

 
The agenda includes the awards presentation followed by an introduction of the Beck PRIDE Center from Sabreem Aleem. Veterans Kelly McCoy and Kevin Neisler will address the conference, and licensed clinical social worker Connie Bundrick will present “Assessment: Mental Health Issues.” 

      The conference will conclude with Beck PRIDE Center director Susan Tonymon discussing the “Yellow Ribbon Task Force.” The task force focuses on issues faced by returning veterans from overseas deployment as well as senior veterans with increasing health needs. The purpose of the Task Force is to create a set of guidelines which will aid Arkansas military members of any branch in receiving necessary support, benefit, protection and opportunity. 

      Tonymon was one of 20 appointees to the task force by Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe. For more information, contact Tonymon at (870) 972-2624 or stonymon@astate.edu
