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Arkansas State Disaster Preparedness Program Group to Attend Conference in
Israel

JONESBORO, Ark. — Arkansas State University’s disaster preparedness education
program is taking its skills to the other side of the world. Representatives of A-
State’s program are traveling to Tel Aviv, Israel. A-State will serve as a co-sponsor
of the third annual International Preparedness and Response to Emergencies
and Disasters (IPRED lll) conference. Responders from at least 30 other countries
are expected to attend and participate. The group departed Jan. 8 and the conference
runs until Jan. 17. This marks the second international conference that A-State is
co-sponsoring.

The Israeli Ministry of Health and the Home Front Command are hosting the event
that occurs every two years. The meeting will provide an opportunity for professionals
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health system readiness for disasters and emergencies of all types.

Dr. Deborah Persell, program director for the Regional Center for Disaster Preparedness Education, is leading a six-
person team from Arkansas State including faculty, students and alumni. They are Dr. Brad Holloway, assistant professor of
Disaster Preparedness; Brent Cox, assistant professor of Disaster Preparedness; Kayleigh Wilson, assistant professor
and former graduate student; alum Molly Brown; and John Bolding, an undergraduate student in Social Work.

“Disaster preparedness leaders from around the world gather to share lessons learned, research findings and activities
that span the whole of emergency preparedness: planning, mitigation, response and recovery,” explained Dr. Persell.
“This conference sets the standard for how emergencies involving health care are managed around the world. During
the last conference, the Haiti earthquake occurred and responders left immediately from the conference to assist that
nation. Since then, countries experiencing a disaster have benefited from continual international assistance whose
standards of excellence are set by this conference.”

Dr. Persell, who is attending her third IPRED conference, will present comments regarding expanding phenomenology
techniques to group interviews with faith-based volunteers in a post-Katrina New Orleans; methodology for hospital
preparedness gap analysis; and disaster camp—an exercise in emergency preparedness for seventh and eighth graders.

In all, A-State attendees will make eight presentations, including three on disaster camp incorporating coping skills
and decontamination; iPad technology in disaster education; an organizational structure for Red Cross response, and
educator training for school violence.

Aims of the conference are to provide a platform for the exchange of ideas, experiences and lessons learned for practitioners
and researchers involved in the field of preparedness and response to emergencies and disasters, to promote international
networking between healthcare professionals and others working in the fields of preparedness and response to emergencies
and disasters, and to enhance international research collaboration in the field of emergency and disaster medicine
and public health preparedness.

Taking into consideration the current and future potential hazards, the next conference will dedicate special attention
to preparedness for cyber terrorism. The conference will include workshops, presentations, round-table discussions



and hands-on experiences based on advanced training tools. Internationally renowned keynote speakers will address
the main plenary presentations.

The speakers include Yuval Diskin, the past head of the Israel Security Agency; Dr. Daniel Gerstein, the deputy under
secretary for Science and Technology in the Department of Homeland Security in the United States and an adjunct
professor at American University in Washington, D.C. at the School of International Service; Christopher J. Kramer, of
the decision and information sciences at Argonne National Laboratory and adjunct instructor for the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA); and Dr. Albert D.M.E. Osterhaus, professor of virology and head of the department of
virology at Erasmus MC Rotterdam.

One of the highlights of the conference will be a regional comprehensive MEGA-Mass Casualty drill that will be conducted
in Tel Aviv. The drill will include hospitals, primary care organizations, emergency medical services, public health district
office, and interface agencies. The conference participants are invited to participate in the exercise (as observers,
evaluators or as "mock casualties") in order to get a first-hand impression.

Other countries represented at the conference include the United States, Romania, Germany, Greece, Belgium,
Uzbekistan, France, India, Brazil, Denmark, New Zealand, Poland, Italy, Bulgaria, Spain, United Kingdom, Nepal, the
Netherlands, Ukraine, Australia, Turkey, Singapore, Canada, Japan, Czech Republic, Portugal, Norway, Switzerland,
China, Philippines, as well as various scientific organization envoys from Israel.

Among other conference topics are disaster scene management; utilization of social media for emergency response;
cyber terrorism and its implications on health services and preparedness; emergency medicine in mass gatherings;
treating burn victims; disease outbreaks and vaccines; risk assessment and vulnerability reduction, actual and perceived
safety during emergencies, training and drills; emergency medical systems (EMS) in disasters; medicine over a hostile
border; community and municipal authorities in emergences and disasters; natural disasters; the nurse in disaster
management; optimization of emergency healthcare planning; leadership in emergencies and disasters; simulation as
a training tool; triage systems and mechanisms during disasters; psychosocial interventions after disasters; special
needs of vulnerable populations during emergencies; maintaining public health following emergencies.

Topics to be examined also include technological innovations to facilitate disaster medicine; information systems in
emergencies; evaluation of emergency preparedness and response; biosecurity and biosafety of emerging biotechnologies: a
global view; lessons learned from recent military and civilian emergencies; managing acute stress reactions following
emergencies; vulnerability reduction of the younger population; international humanitarian aid; lessons learned from
China concerning emergency response; lessons learned from natural disasters; public health response and lessons and
poliovirus incident, Israel 2013; and disaster management and coordination.

The Regional Center for Disaster Preparedness Education at Arkansas State was created in 2005 in response to an
unmet need for disaster education within the health professions.
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“Arkansas State University educates leaders, enhances intellectual growth and enriches lives.”
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