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Armed Forces Salute: The Greatest Generation

When considering the course of our history,
both as a nation and as part of the human
condition, the impact of World War II seems
undeniable. Millions of people were affected by
this war. Whatever impact the war may have had
on both societies and the specific individuals
within them, we must remember the sacrifices
and courage of the men and women, both
home and abroad, who served their country

during these formative and influential years.

One such serviceman was Corporal William
E. Oliver. Corporal Oliver, pictured above,

served in Burma within in the Southeast Asia

portion of the Pacific Theater. He earned several
citations and medals during the war. Upon his honorable discharge from the
United State Army, Bill, as his friends and family knew him, returned to civilian
life, started a family and enjoyed the freedom and liberty throughout his life that
he fought to protect. His story is like countless others, except Corporal Oliver was

also my paternal grandfather.

In an effort to honor the millions of individuals like Corporal William E. Oliver
who served our nation, as well as those who continue to serve, we offer this concert
as a salute to the men and women of our Armed Forces. This concert represents a
confluence of several elements: remembering the 70th anniversary of the end of
World War II, the desire to perform a WWII themed program with both educational
and musical value, an opportunity to have an interdisciplinary event with students
of the A-State Honors College, and the on-going efforts of A-State to recognize
and celebrate the service of all of our veterans and active service members of our
great nation, including those of The Greatest Generation. Thank you for attending

this special performance.
-Timothy Oliver, Director of Bands
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Program

The Star Spangled Banner (1814) Francis Scott Key
(1779-1843)
Colors presented by the A-State ROTC Color Guard

Commando March (1943) Samuel Barber
(1910-1981)
The Greatest Generation (2009) Greg Danner
(b. 1958)
A-State ROTC Cadets and LTC Cecil Clark, narrators

Three Merry Marches, Op. 44 (19206) Ernst Krenek
L (1900-1991)

1L

1.

~Intermission~

Suite Francaise (1944) Darius Milhaud
L. Normandie (1892-1974)

II.  Bretagne
111 Ile de France
IV, _Alsace-1 orraine

V. Provence
Armed Forces Salute (1980) arr. Bob Lowden
(1920-1999)
The Stars and Stripes Forever (1890) John Philip Sousa

(1854-1932)

Please join us immediately following the concert for
refreshments sponsored by the A-State Honors College.
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