
 The Arkansas Delta 
Byways Promotional  
Association held it’s annual 
Tourism Banquet in Forrest City, 
Arkansas on October 3, 2003.  
The Association which promotes 
tourism in 15 counties in Eastern 
Arkansas presented awards in 
ten categories Friday night.   

 Categories and winners 
of those awards include: 

• Media Support Award:   
Matt Fite, Arkansas  
Advertiser, Crittenden 
County 

• Hospitality Award:   
Lake Village, Chicot 
County 

• Entrepreneur Award:   
Double Band Duck Club,  
Poinsett County 

• Tourism Support Award:   
Preservation of African-
American Cemeteries, Inc., 
Phillips County 

• Festival/Event of the Year:   

Louisiana Purchase  
Celebration, Lee and  
Monroe Counties 

• Boot Strap Award:   
The Bible Museum,  
DeWitt, Arkansas County 

• Promotional Award:   
Thunder Cruise, All 15 
counties 

• Outstanding Member 
Award:  Naomi Mitchell,  
St. Charles, Arkansas 
County 

• Cultural Heritage Award:   
Parkin Archeological State 
Park, Cross County 

• Tourism Person of the Year 
Award:  Gretchen Sacotnik,  
Paragould, Greene County 

 For more information 
about these awards or the Arkan-
sas Delta Byways Promotional 
Association,  please contact the  
Byways office at (870) 910-8080 
or visit their website at 
www.deltabyways.com. 

 As we end another year, 
we reflect on many of our activi-
ties during the year. 

 The center, through its 
involvement in a range of  
happenings across the Delta  
region, has found new  
opportunities for partnerships and 
possible funding. 

 During the coming year, 
we will be involved in two  
interesting projects: the Lakeport 
Plantation Project, Lake Village, 
Arkansas and  the new,   
African-American Cemetery  
Preservation Project.  The latter is 
an undertaking between the  
Arkansas Archaeological  

Survey (AAG) and  the  
Arkansas Humanities Council 
(AHC). 

 Groups across the state 
who are concerned with  
preserving cemeteries in their 
respective communities will be 
invited to a meeting which is 
planned for January, 2004.   
Involvement of  these groups on 
the front end is important to this 
process as planning is done.  The 
AAG is an integral part of this 
effort to aid in locating many of 
the graves where there are no 
longer visible markers.   DSC 
will provide updates as this  
project progresses. 

Arkansas Delta Byways Banquet 
By:  Christine Perry 

 

A Message from the Center…. 
By: Peggy Robinson Wright 

Special points of 
interest: 

 

• A Legacy of a Proud 
people  

• Dr. C. Calvin Smith 
honored at Book  
Signing and  
Reception  

• Heritage Studies 
2003-2004 Lecture 
Series begins with 
special guest  
Lecturer Dr. Martha 
A. Sandweiss.   

• Delta Blues  
Symposium X:  The 
Fifties call for  
papers. 

• Deep South  
Humanities Summer 
Fellowships 

• Upcoming Events 
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 As a proud, 
strong woman cared 
daily for  the children 
of Victor Johnson 
daily, what did this 
mean for her own  
children?  As so many 
of the caretakers were 
referred to during this 
period in our history, 
she was called 
“Mammy Charlotte.”   

 We envision 
her each morning walk-
ing to the big house,  
daring not to linger in  
caring for the needs of 
her own children, if she 
was lucky enough to 
still have them with 
her.  What kind of life 
did she have on the 
Lakeport Plantation during the early 1800s?  

 The true story of this enslaved 
woman’s life is just one of the numerous  
others that are being researched by the Delta  
Studies Center and the Strong-Turner 
Alumni Chapter at ASU, who are assisting 
Dr. Ruth Hawkins, Executive Director of the 
Delta Heritage Initiatives and Team Member 
of the Lakeport Plantation Project with this 
important missing piece of history. 

 The Lakeport Plantation is located 
in Lake Village, Chicot County, Arkansas, 
approximately one mile from the west bank 
of the Mississippi River.  The plantation was 
owned by Lycurgus Johnson, who built his 
house there in 1830.  Records indicate that 
the plantation was once home to more than 
150 enslaved people.  We have heard a lot 
about the Johnson family and their daily 
lives.  But what about the enslaved families 
who built and worked on this plantation?  
Did their lives not matter? 

 Barbara A. Tagger,  Southeast  
Regional Coordinator, Atlanta, GA. and 
James Hill, Midwest Regional Coordinator, 
Omaha, NE both representatives of the  
National Park Service, joined Peggy R. 
Wright and other members of the team for a 
two day visit to the plantation in October, 
2003.   They offered much needed technical  
assistance to DSC and S-TAC in  
documenting the history of the enslaved 
families of Lakeport.  Dr. Hawkins, who has 

spent numerous hours  
researching the history of the 
plantation house, has found 187 
names of enslaved families who 
lived on the plantation.   As 
stated by Barbara Tagger, NPS, 
the story of the enslaved people 
of the Lakeport Plantation is   
“not just a national story, but an 
international one - because of 
where these people came from.” 

 This property was  
donated to ASU in the summer 
of 2001 by Sam Angel.   
Genealogical work, including  
the research, documentation and 
preservation of two cemeteries 
located on this site, is currently  
being performed  by members of  
the DSC/S-TAC Lakeport  
Plantation Committee, including 
Peggy R. Wright, Sharon Lee, 

Ruby Henderson, Billie J. Hill 
and  Nicole Smith, Graduate 
Assistant for Delta Heritage 
Initiatives. Dr. C. Calvin Smith  
has graciously agreed to  
provide his services  and will 
be an integral part of  this  
significant project. 

   For more  
information on this project, 
you may contact Peggy R. 
Wright at the Delta Studies 
Center.  

The Legacy 0f a Proud People 
By: Peggy Robinson Wright 
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[L to R] Sharon Lee, S-TAC President,  Ronnie Walker, Facilities 
Manager Lakeport Plantation, and Nicole Smith, Graduate Assistant 
for Delta Heritage Initiatives.  Mr. Walker is explaining the work being 

done on the house.  (Photo by:  Peggy R. Wright) 

Barbara A. Tagger, National Park Service,  
Southeast Regional Office, Atlanta, Georgia, inspects the  

exterior work of the Lakeport house. 
(Photo by:  Peggy R. Wright) 

[L to R]  Dr. Ruth Hawkins explains history of the Lakeport House to Billie Hill and Ruby 
Henderson, S-TAC members.  (Photo by:  Peggy R. Wright) 

James Hill, National Park Service, Midwest 
Regional Coordinator Omaha, Nebraska 

inspects interior of the house.   
(Photo by:  Peggy R. Wright) 
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Dr. C. Calvin Smith honored at book signing  and reception   
By:  Christine Perry 

most extreme of circumstances.   

Dr. Smith, retired ASU History  
professor, was recently appointed by Dr. Les 
Wyatt as the first ASU Presidential Distin-
guished Professor in the Heritage  
Studies Ph.D.  
Program. 

Other highlights of his career  in-
clude authoring the book, "War and Wartime 
Changes: The Transformation of  Arkansas, 
1940-1945" (Arkansas 1986), along with 
publishing numerous scholarly articles. 

Smith also co-authored "African 
Americans: Their History" (Heritage 1997) 
and has served as the guest editor for  
Arkansas Review:  A Journal of Delta  
Studies, which is published at ASU. 

A native of Marianna in Lee 
County, Arkansas, Smith earned his  

A book signing and reception for 
Dr. C.  Calvin Smith in recognition of his 
recently published book "Educating The 
Masses:  The Unfolding History of Black 
School Administrators in Arkansas, 1900-
2000" was held on  Sunday, December 7, 
2003 in the lobby of the Dean B. Ellis  
Library at Arkansas State University in  
Jonesboro. 

An enthusiastic crowd of over 
100 people attended the event, purchased 
many of the books and stood patiently in 
line waiting for the opportunity for Dr. 
Smith’s autograph. 

The new  book outlines the  
challenges and maps the achievements for 
generations of black administrators in  
Arkansas.  It also offers the first reference 
guide to the personnel who have educated 
generations of black children through the 

bachelor's degree at what is now the  
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.  He 
completed his master's at ASU and his  
doctorate at the University of Arkansas. 

He and his wife, Earline, have 
one son, C.C., who is a teacher and coach 
in the Jonesboro School District. 

When Dr. Smith was asked why 
he wrote this book, he simply stated 
“because it was a story that needed to be 
told!” 

 The book signing and reception 
was hosted by the Delta Studies Center, 
Strong-Turner Alumni Chapter, Heritage 
Studies Ph.D. Program, Office of  
Diversity Initiatives, Office of Student 
Affairs, National Association for Black 
Social Workers, Dean B. Ellis Library, 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 

Audience  members enjoy book talk by Dr. Smith..  (Photo by:  C. Perry) 

Dr. C. Calvin Smith signing  his new book at the reception.  (Photo by:  C. Perry) 
1st row [L to R] Mrs. Earline Smith and Dr. C. Calvin Smith.  2nd Row [L to R]  Terry Johnson (Heritage Studies), Peggy R. Wright 

(Delta Studies Center),  Sharon Lee & Ruby Henderson (Strong Turner Alumni Chapter), Pat Walls (National Association for Black 
Social Workers), Dr. Lonnie Williams (Office of Student Affairs), and Dr. Clyde Milner (Heritage Studies).  Photo by:  C. Perry 

Dr. Smith addressing the crowd at his book signing and reception.  (Photo by:  C. Perry) 
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 The Department of English and 
Philosophy, with the assistance of the 
Department of Music, Department of 
Theatre, and Office of the President at 
Arkansas State University  Jonesboro 
campus is sponsoring its tenth Delta 
Blues Symposium on March 24-27, 
2004.  We welcome presentations on 
any aspect of Delta life (art, education, 
folklore, history, music, literature,  
politics, and sociology) and are  
particularly interested in proposals 
which focus on the seven-state  
Mississippi River Delta and its culture 
during the 1950s.  Topics responding 
specifically to Symposium X’s theme 
might deal, for example, with the impact 
of the Brown v. Board decision, the 
decade’s literature and art, the rise of 
agribusiness, migration from the Delta, 
rockabilly music, and, of course, Elvis. 

 The Delta Blues Symposia 
have provided opportunities for  
scholars, artists, performers, and the 
general public with an interest in the 
blues and in the Mississippi River Delta 
to come together to share insights,  

discuss issues, and celebrate a regional 
culture. Among the presenters at  
Symposium X will be rock ‘n’ roll  
pioneers Sonny Burgess and Billy Lee 
Riley; Joel Williamson, Lineberger  
Professor in the Humanities at the  
University of North Carolina; and  
former Senator Dale Bumpers.  John 
Bensko (poetry) and Cary Holladay 
(fiction) will read from their work and 
conduct workshops for creative writers. 

 Proposals for participation 
should consist of 250-word abstracts for 
papers and organized panels or a sample 
of work for creative presentations. The 
deadline for proposals is January 5, 
2004.  Address materials to:  

Delta Blues Symposium X  
Department of English and Philosophy 

PO Box 1890 
Arkansas State University 

State University, AR 72467 
Phone: 870-972-3043 
Fax: 870-972-3045 

E-mail: delta@astate.edu 
Website: www.clt.astate.edu/blues 

 

Dr. Martha A. Sandweiss Presents Lecture at ASU Sponsored by the 
Heritage Studies Ph.D. Program   By:  Terry Johnson 

show included images from the  
Mexican-American War, (1846-
1848) that resulted in an American 
victory and the annexation of  
California and the Southwest.  
These were the world’s first  
photographs of war.  The lecture 
also included stories of the famous 
daguerreotype photographer, John 
Wesley Jones.  
 

 Following the lecture, 
several members of the ASU  
faculty and students enrolled in the 
Heritage Studies Ph.D. Program 
participated in a ninety-minute 
workshop on photography with Dr. 

Sandweiss.    
 

 Her latest publication of the same 
title (Yale University Press October, 2002) 
contains splendid images of daguerreotypes 

 On Monday, 
October 13, 2003, Dr. 
Martha A. Sandweiss 
presented her illustrated 
lecture, "Print the  
Legend: Photography 
and the American West" 
to a public audience at 
the Arkansas State  
University Museum.  
Dr. Sandweiss focused 
on her work on  
photography in the 
American West, and 
displayed several forms 
of photography,  
including daguerreo-
types, which are small photographic images 
on silver plated metal mounted in a case.   
Daguerreotypes were invented by Louis 
Jacques Mande Daguerre, in 1839.  ( See 
http://www.daguerre.org).  The slide 

and albumen silver prints and tells the 
intertwined stories of photography and 
the American West.   The book offers 
powerful stories of aspiring photographic 
adventurers.  Dr. Sandweiss chronicles 
the history of how Americans first came 
to conceive western photographs and  
envision their developing nation. 
 

 Dr. Martha A. Sandweiss, a 
professor of American Studies and  
history at Amherst College, is the author 
of several books on American history and 
photography.  She co-edited, along with 
Dr. Clyde A. Milner II and Dr. Carol A. 
O’Connor, the Oxford History of the 
American West, winner of the prestigious 
Caughey Award from the Western   
History Association.  For more  
information or a copy of the lecture  
transcript, please contact the Heritage 
Studies Ph.D. Program at Arkansas State 
University, 870/910-8217.   

Dr. Martha Sandweiss 

Delta Blues Symposium X:  The 1950’s 

Rock ’n’ Roll Pioneer Sonny Burgess 
Photo from the website:  www.allmusic.com 

Rock ‘n’ Roll Pioneer Billy Lee Riley 
Photo from the website:  www.allmusic.com 



VOLUME 5,  ISSUE 4 Page 5 

Mississippi River.  

 Within that broad geographic 
region are flourishing traditional cultures 
ranging from the French-speaking Houma 
Indians of South Louisiana to the  
Anglo-Saxon and Scotch-Irish folk of the 
Arkansas Ozarks. It is a region where  
poverty still afflicts a considerable part of 
the population, much of which remains 
scattered across largely rural expanses of 
farms and small towns.  

 Clearly visible are the dynamic 
between the old and the new, the  
traditional and the modern, creating one of 
the nation's most richly textured  
cultures. Distinctively our own, the  
culture of the Deep South is defined by a 
quality that is not bound by a particular 

 The Deep South Humanities 
Center is accepting proposals for summer 
research fellowships through January 
20, 2004.  These fellowships are for  
faculty, independent scholars, graduate 
students, and undergraduate students in 
the humanities researching southern  
history and/or culture. 

 The Deep South Humanities 
Center was designated by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  
The Deep South comprises five states: 
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana,  
Mississippi and Tennessee. The region 
stretches 400 miles from the wooded 
mountain ridges of the Southern  
Appalachians, through hills and narrow 
valleys, sloping gently westward to the 
wide alluvial plains formed by the  

time and place, but is capable of  traveling 
across boundaries of state and nation  
between our inner and outer worlds. 

 For more information about the 
fellowship program and to download the 
complete request for proposals, please visit 
http://www.deepsouth.tulane.edu/programs/
rfp.html.  To get more information concern-
ing the Deep South Humanities Center 
please go to:  

http://www.deepsouth.tulane.edu  
Direct:  (504) 247-1997      
Office:  (504) 862-8027      

Fax:  (504) 862-8026 

[Information for this article was obtained 
from the Deep South Humanities Center  

website,  http://www.deepsouth.tulane.edu.]  

Deep South Humanities Center Summer Research Fellowships 

Upcoming Events 

January 25-27, 2004 

The summit will focus on identifying and 
discussing the upcoming year’s key  

economic development issues, and will  
provide insight into building more effective  

economic development strategies. 

For more information: 
http://www.iedconline.org/

LeadershipSummit/index.html 
 

“Freedom in the Florida Territory:  
American and Caribbean Connections 

to the Underground Railroad” 
University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL 

January 29-31, 2004 

The conference will be devoted to explor-
ing the resistance to enslavement through 
escape and flight in Florida and the Carib-
bean.  Topics will include various forms of  
marronage, known in the United States by 

the term “Underground Railroad.” 

For more information: 
http://mgg.rsmas.miami.edu/sfcesu/

schedule.pdf 
(305) 284-2017 
(305) 284-2017 

 

2004 Annual Conference of the  
Funders' Network for Smart Growth and 

Livable Communities 
Vancouver, British Columbia 

Reinventing America’s Older  
Communities Conference 

Hyatt Regency at Philadelphia 
Penn’s Landing 

January 14-16, 2004 

This conference will focus on the debate 
about how to make existing urban,  

suburban, and rural communities vibrant 
and competitive again. 

For more information: 
http://www.phil.frb.org/cca/
invitation_reinventing.pdf 

 

Smart Growth Conference:  Building 
Safe, Healthy, and Livable  

Communities 
Portland, Oregon 

January 22-24, 2004 

The conference will feature cutting edge 
smart-growth issues, including the latest 

research, implementation tools and  
strategies, successful case studies, new 
partners, and new policies for building 

livable communities. 

For more information: 
http://www.outreach.psu.edu/C&I/

SmartGrowth/ 
 

International Economic Development 
Council Leadership Summit 

St. Petersburg, Florida 

March 10-12, 2004 

The conference will focus on solving  
problems related to suburban sprawl and 

urban disinvestment through smarter 
growth policies and practices. It will  

offer plenary and concurrent sessions as 
well as mobile workshops addressing a 

range of topics related to achieving more 
livable and sustainable communities. 

For more information: 
http://www.fundersnetwork.org  

and look under latest resources and events. 

 
 

Association of Fundraising  
Professionals International Conference 

Seattle, Washington 
March 14-17, 2004 

This conference offers fundraisers the  
opportunity to network, learn, and discover 
new products and services. The conference 
provides nearly 200 educational sessions 
addressing a wide variety of fundraising 
issues, offering the opportunity to learn 
from practitioners about the latest trends 

and future challenges. The conference also  
includes presentations by leaders in  
philanthropy and the Exposition on  

Fundraising and Philanthropy, introducing 
new products and services. 

For more information: 
http://www.afpnet.org/international_conference 



We’re on the web 

www.clt.astate.edu/dsc 

 

Delta Studies Center 
PO Box 245 

State University, AR  72467-0245 
Phone:  (870) 910-8034 

Fax:  (870) 910-8036 
Information Clearinghouse:   

[Toll Free] 1 (877) 731-3020 
Email:  dsc@astate.edu 
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